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Selling Windsor...
Beyond Expectations
519.250.8800

Tina Pickle
Sales Representative

mobile: 519.791.6626 
sales@tinapickle.com

www.tinapickle.com

Mark A. Eugeni
B. Comm.,MBA, JD
“The Legal Edge”
Sales Representative 
Licensed Attorney w/State Bar of Michigan

mobile: 519.796.8454
sales@markeugeni.com
www.markeugeni.com 

#1 SALES and #1 LISTING AGENT
2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 & 2011

“Working with Tina and Mark of Manor Realty to find our new home and sell our current home was a great experience from the beginning.  
We knew we were in the hands of knowledgeable realtors who helped guide us through the buying and selling processes.  Their no 
pressure, friendly and informative selling styles made us feel at ease and comfortable.  They were always available to answer all our 
questions and concerns.  Their assistant Donna, who helped orchestrate our showings, was always an email or phone call away and was 
a delight to work with.  We felt our needs were always put first and we completely trusted their expertise & advice.  We would highly 
recommend Tina & Mark whether you are buying or selling your home.  We are so thankful for all their work and commitment.”

                                                        Mike & Jennifer Almeida
Owner, Entirely Internet

Whether BUYING or SELLING, put your trust in the legal knowledge of a lawyer, 
the success of a complete marketing campaign and the benefits of a professional sales team.

View homes at www.markeugeni.com & www.tinapickle.com
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Live Beautifully

< PORCELAIN TILE    < CERAMIC    < MARBLE    < GRANITE    < QUARTZ    < HARDWOOD

24 Oak St. N. Leamington 519.322.1916    |    3636 Walker Rd. Windsor  519.969.3941   
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Lapico Homes
Renowned for contemporary luxury and innovative 
design, award winning Lapico Homes is now bringing 
you the opportunity to have the finest at a more  
affordable price.  Created for buyers who desire a 
truly exceptional living experience. Anthony Mark 
Lapico and his Design Team are proud to introduce 
the Townsend Ranch and the Carlyle 2-storey now 
available to view.  We invite you to see how possible 
it really is to start living your dreams now.  To learn 
more, please call Doris Lapico.

Anthony Mark Lapico
info@lapicohomes.ca  (519) 966-2368

“Townsend Ranch”

DORIS LAPICO
dorislapico@cogeco.ca

(519) 966-7777

Build your dream home on exceptional estate  
lots in the much anticipated Forest Trail Estates. 
Now building in Jordan Woods, River Oaks, and 
Woodbridge Phase II.

Obtainable luxury.



5 reasons to call  
SBT Construction
 
1. We’ve been proudly serving 
Essex County since 1982.  
Many of our customers are 
second generation customers; 
we’ve done their parents, friends, 
or other family members.

2. We’ve been building 
relationships for just as long. 
Proud to say a large percentage 
of our business is referrals and 
repeats.

3. We have experienced and 
professionally trained staff. 
Proud to say, some have been 
with us from the beginning.

4. We do great work, we’re in 
and out – just ask someone we 
have done work for.  

5. We are fully insured and 
have WSIB coverage – make 
sure you’re protected.

Call today for your free estimate

519-979-2982
Fax: 519-979-9245 
Email: sbt@bellnet.ca

•	 Drywall

•	 Siding

•	 Insulation

•	 Soffit/Fascia

•	 Seamless	Trough

•	 Textured	Ceilings

•	 Steel	Stud	Framing

•	 Soundproofing

•	 Gutter	Guards

•	Window	&	Door 
	 Replacement	&	Capping

•	 Acoustic	Tiles

•	 Stucco

Specializing in Renovations, Insurance Work and New Construction

FLOOR
& HOMEgabrieleavailable at

55 Talbot Street West Leamington
519.326.5786    1.800.567.5786      www.gabrieles.com

Mon-Wed 9am-5:30pm, Thurs 9am-8pm, Fri 9am-8pm, Sat 9am-5pm

Gabriele_W11.indd   1 12-01-06   9:45 AM
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519-967-9479 • www.bungalowgroup.com

M U L T I - A W A R D  W I N N I N G

Building The Best For You
Since 1994, Bungalow Group has had the pleasure of constructing over 
550 homes for satisfied homeowners, whether it be a first time home 
to a custom home of your dreams, to a home you would love to retire in.
We build with only the highest standards... Yours.

Interiors by Maria

51
9 817-8963 interiorsbymaria@aol.com

Please call for personal appointments
Can also be reached at Coulter's by calling 519-253-7422

Furniture layout planning & selection, window 
treatment & accessories. Complete flooring, kitchen, 
bathroom & paint colour consultation.
Schulte Closet Organizer

-
Maria Kozmor B.A.

www.interiorsbymaria.com

Distinctive Living

w w w . c r e m a s c o c a b i n e t s . c o m

FRANK CREMASCO CABINETS   |  755 MORTON DRIVE  |  WINDSOR  |  519.734.8289

better living through design
functional    simple    contemporary inspiring    sophisticated    classical

CREMASCO_W11.indd   1 11-12-15   2:55 PM
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II CALL THIS OUR WHITE ISSUE 
because the homes we’re featuring are 
clean, white and modern. Plus, it’s 
winter and the world is white. And, 
you may have noticed, so is my hair.

That’s right. Sometime in September 
I gave up the bottle (ahem, the dye bottle that is, nothing as drastic as the 
wine bottle for heaven’s sake!). I’d been fighting that white stripe since 
my teens and to tell the truth, I wasn’t winning. Now this wasn’t an easy 
decision, but the reaction of friends and family has been worth it. Not 
one person has been negative. And, even though I’m still shocked to catch 
sight of myself in a mirror or in a photograph, I think I can say I’ve made the 
change and I like it. 

One thing I am unequivocal about, however, is the season. I love winter. 
It’s a time of reflection. I think that the zen-like atmospheres of both our 
homes this issue is inspiring – especially to someone like myself, who has 
clutter-bug tendencies. 

One homeowner has transitioned from a 7,800 sq. ft. home to one less 
than half that size (page 20). She has edited out the clutter and the stress 
that comes along with it and is loving both her new home and her new life. 

Our Feature Home (page 36) is a first for us. We’ve never shot a home 
quite this modern. It is all soaring angles, concrete, steel, chrome and glass. 
It is, quite simply, stunning. What intrigued me, however, as a sink-into-
a-down-filled-sofa-in-front-of-the-fire person, is how a young couple 
with two small children make this pared down lifestyle work. Suffice to 
say, they are well organized.

One thing I have taken away from both these homeowners is their 
passion for organization. I’ll never, ever be a totally organized person, but 
I can do better. I’ll never have my pens organized from tallest to shortest 
or my underwear drawer sorted so well that I keep my undergarments in 
perfect rotation, but I could probably plow my way through the pile of 
filing on my desk before 2012 is over. 

I have one last thing to say. OUR HOMES is embarking on our fourth 
year in Windsor. We have loved coming into YOUR HOMES and thank 
you for that privilege.

I’m off to tackle my filing now. If I’m not back by spring, send out 
the Mounties!

 Happy winter.
      

Nancy Belgue, Managing Editor
nancy@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us at twitter.com/OurHomesMag

Customized to 
fit your needs

1455 Matthew Brady Windsor Ontario

519.94GLASS (944-5277)
www.BayviewGlass.com
info@bayviewglass.com

Actual Project

Our imagination. Your indulgence. 
Visit us at landscapefx.com

e d i t o r ’ s  n o t e
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A custom home tAilored just for you.

B E S P O K E  H O M E S

At Timberland Homes, one size does not fit all. The way we see it, a custom home should be 
precisely tailored to fit your family’s specific lifestyle and individual tastes. From the layout to the materials  

to the finishing touches, we’re committed to creating a home that you can truly call your very own. 
Start finding your perfect fit at www.timberlandhomes.ca
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HINT: Never leave an unused fireplace empty – it’s a big black hole! Prepare 
the fire for the next use or stack birch logs for a more decorative approach.  

changing 
WITH THE SEASON

Yes! And take solace in the fact that you’re not alone. Trends steer us 
in all sorts of directions and we fall hook, line and sinker. It’s hard not 
to. But don’t fret, with a few simple changes your space will feel more 
comfortable than clinical. 

HERE’S THE CHEAT SHEET:
Natural elements + Props + Lighting

Let’s start with mother nature because she infiltrates every part of this 
answer. What you’ve done to create your “gallery” look is strip it down to 
the bare essentials, which is lovely, clean and uncluttered. Now this is not 
a licence to clutter it up with tchotchkes, but you’ll have to add or swap 
a few items to create some much needed warmth. 

NATURE 
Simply put, wood equals warmth. And the options are endless. Choose a 

couple of the following: A stump side table, picture frames, a walnut coffee 
table, or large scale candlesticks. The key is to use a natural wood, nothing 
coated in paint or lacquer. And of course I can’t stay away from baskets, 
but they do wear out so consider this a guilt-free purchase. Add one for 
plants, a laundry hamper or a log basket. Woven placemats and trays will 
give you that same textural feel. Add some greenery. A living element is a 
wonderful thing. Add a plant that’s not spiky or sparse looking. Something 
with a rounded leaf like a maidenhair fern or full like grape ivy. For special 
occasions splurge on fresh flowers to add a punch of colour. 

PROPS
Add softness: A cashmere blanket, chunky woven pillows or a 

sheepskin throw. This is insta-warmth, visually and literally. Choose 
sensual colours like chocolate brown, burnt red or aubergine. Use fur. 
Fur (real or not) bestows an immediate association with warmth and an 
accent pillow will do the trick. Add an area rug. I suggest something you 
are equally as comfortable with in the summer months as this is a larger 
ticket item that is awkward to store (and most inconvenient to roll up 
and put away). Use books, coffee table or literature, and create a link to 
the outside world and a window into your personal interests.

LIGHTING
It amazes me how many great spaces are ruined by 100-watt bulbs. 

Invest in dimmer switches and turn them down in the evening. If you’re 
reliant on pot lights, add some lamps. Light should come from above and 
at low levels to create a relaxed atmosphere. Speak to a lighting specialist 
at the hardware store to recommend a warm bulb. Paired with candlelight, 
you will be proud to entertain in your beautiful, wintery-white home. 

The key to adding warmth is not just adding warm colours, it’s giving 
a room the power to transmit the sensation of comfort. With a few 
simple changes (and not re-painting), those cool hues will exude warmth 
without turning up the heat.  OH

I fell for this year’s trends and painted my whole 
house with cool colours – whites and cool 
blues – it’s sparse and looks like a gallery. Now 
I’m concerned that my home will feel chilly and 
uninviting in the darker winter months. I don’t 
want to repaint but I feel like I‘ve made a huge 
error… can I do anything to warm it up?

Designer Stephanie Redmond 
answers your questions.

a d v i c e

WEST ELM
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Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades

Inside. And out.

Smart. And beautiful.

Up to 50% of a home's heating and cooling
energy is lost through its windows.

With the ‘honeycomb-within-a-honeycomb’
construction and three insulating air pockets,
Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades
increase energy efficiency.

Visit a participating dealer from
January 1st to April 30th 2012 for more
information about the Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart Manufacturer’s Rebate.

EX TRAORD INARY  W INDOW FASH I ONS

Manufacturer’s
Rebate

Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart

Scan with a
smartphone
to view video.

 
Mon-Wed  9:30am-6pm | Thur-Fri  9:30am-8pm   

Saturday   9am-5pm  | Sunday  11am-5pm
 519-776-5553

essexhomefurnishings.com

For over 80 years, 
Smith Brothers of Berne has built a reputation for  
crafting fine residential furniture that is solid,  
comfortable, and stylish by combining old world 
craftsmanship with modern technology.
Come visit our showroom to view this stunning collection.

Indroducing...
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T
“Winter came down to our home one night

Quietly pirouetting in on silvery-toed slippers of snow,
And we, we were children once again.” – Bill Morgan, Jr.

Take a child-like delight in  
our bright red winter picks!

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  MAX  WEDGE

WILLIAMS FOOD EQUIPMENT
(1) Vitamix Blender
New year, new you? Start 2012 off on the 
right food by blending up healthy smoothies, 
soups or juices. This blender is the crème 
de la crème of blenders. Endorsed by the 
Culinary Institute of America, it’s the brand 
chosen by leading chefs worldwide. The 
powerful two-peak motor output propels 
the blade tip to speeds of up to 240 m.p.h. 
Imagine the possibilities!
2150 Ambassador Dr.
Windsor
519.969.1919
www.williamsfoodequipment.comESSEX APPLIANCE CENTRE

(2) Maytag Bravo Washer and Dryer
If you’re tired of stainless or white – if 
boring and predictable just isn’t your 
way – then this crimson duo will make a 
design statement that’s practical and truly 
different. Full size capacity, energy efficient 
and so much fun, this playful pair is backed 
by Maytag’s reputation and warranty. 
76 Talbot St. S.
Essex
519.776.6316
www.essexappliance.com

URBAN HOME
(3) Lucille Dining Chair
Could this be the perfect occasional or dining chair? 
Love the silver nail-head detail, the stylish ring pull 
and the ruby red linen-blend upholstery. Love that its 
versatility makes it work in so many places! 
4409 Seminole St.
Windsor 
519.974.4663
www.urbanhomewindsor.com

1

2
3

Continued on page 18

where art  
meets  
function...

301 Edinborough, Windsor, ON    
519.966.1280     bertonichairs.com

Bertoni_F11.indd   1 11-09-29   10:33 AM

1641 Provincial Road, Windsor
Ph: (519) 966-4213 • Fax (519) 966-7137

www.plazaontario.com
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PRIME LIGHTING DESIGN
(4) Bianca Six Light Chandelier
Fancy, curvy and slighty saucy, 
this glass chandelier with 
candlestick chassis and simple 
bobeches is a departure from the 
ordinary. It looks like blown glass 
and the deep cranberry hue is so 
right for the season. 
1641 Provincial Rd.
Windsor
519.969.0002

MARQUIS FIREPLACES
(5) Cast Iron Fireplace
Nothing says comfort like a real wood-burning 
fireplace – especially when it’s this rustic, old-world 
model from Norwegian manufacturer Jøtul. Evoking 
times gone by, it is environmentally friendly, will heat 
over 1,600 sq. ft., and will literally roast chestnuts.
1825 Manning Rd.
Tecumseh
519.979.6025
www.marquisfireplaces.com

INTERNATIONAL ART DESIGNS
(6) Autumn Trees by Patrick St. Germain
Acrylic on wood, these two-dimensional works are 
reminiscent of the art of Jean-Michel Basquiat. Rich 
in colour and texture, they are in the urban abstract 
style and will add mood and flair to any home.
5975 Malden Rd.
LaSalle
519.972.3332  OH

4

5

6

Mister Surface employs a number of 
revolutionary techniques to create 
fascinating designs on virtually any 
surface. Cracked or damaged surfaces 
are restored to better than new 
condition. Countertops transformed to 
the genuine look of marble or granite 
at less than half the cost. Pool decks, 
sidewalks, driveways, garage floors, 
basement floors; we create your dream. 
The system is non-intrusive, no need to 
damage landscape or hardscape, your 
surface becomes our canvas, and when 
we leave you’re glad we came.

Call NOW! 519-792-3555
or visit mistersurface.ca

Surface Transformation Specialists STARTING 
AS LOW AS 

$3.99  / sq.ft.

mister_W11.indd   1 11-12-12   1:10 PM

Lighting solutions  
for every style.

1641 Provincial Rd., Windsor, ON   
519.969.0002
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NEW HOMEfor a
NEW LIFE

BY  NANCY  BELGUE  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  MAX  WEDGE

The white and grey colour scheme provides 
a perfect backdrop for carefully chosen 

pieces of art. TOP RIGHT: The foyer, with the 
contemporary animal print bench, sets the tone 
for the main floor. The gorgeous, dark hardwood 
floors are from Plaza Ontario. BOTTOM RIGHT: 

Anthony and Doris Lapico filled the roles of 
designer, builder and real estate agent, and are 

also trusted friends of the homeowner.
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DDownsizing often sounds like a great idea 
– in theory. But when the reality of making 
do with less square footage sinks in, many 
people turn on their heels and run.

 It was not the case with this homeowner. The minute she saw the 
model home built by Lapico Custom Homes, downsizing became full 
of exciting possibilities.

 “We launched this series of home,” says Doris Lapico, referring to 
the two-storey, brick and stone Carlysle model, “because many of our 
customers that we’d built for previously were getting ready to downsize. 
They might have been ready to give up square footage but not details, 
quality or style.”

It’s clear that style was nowhere near the chopping block the moment 
you walk into the sleek 2,800 sq. ft. stunner. The foyer is white, grey and 
very serene, setting the tone for the entire main floor. With the carefully 
chosen accessories and perfectly edited décor, the homeowner has created 
a space that reflects her personal esthetic and stage of life. “When I 
decided to move to a smaller home,” says the homeowner, “I knew I had 
to talk to Doris and Anthony. I started out by looking at a ranch house 
they were building right down the street. Within a month, I realized the 
place was going to be too small and Doris, who is also an agent with Remo 
Valente Real Estate, suggested that this two-storey model would be 
perfect. She was right. The size is perfect and the street is perfect.”

One of the keys to successful downsizing is to make the process 
painless, explains the homeowner. “Everything went without a hitch,” she 
says. “I decided on the house in May and moved into a home in August. By 
then I’d picked everything from the furniture to the landscaping. I would 
recommend it to anyone.”

LEFT: The dining 
room is warm and 
glamorous with  
a harvest table and 
white upholstered  
chairs and mirror.
RIGHT: The 
eat-in area in the 
kitchen/great 
room, set for an 
informal gathering. 
BOTTOM: The 
fourth bedroom  
is used as a den.

Continued on page 24
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 The secret ingredient to a transition this smooth is planning. 
“Everything, including the furniture, was planned before the move,” says the 
homeowner. “I knew the colours of the home, the feeling of the home and 
the size of the home. And, working with Doris and Francesca Fragapane, 
a designer who works extensively with Lapico clients, the project came 
together effortlessly. “Doris is a genius at knowing exactly what a space 
needs,” says the homeowner. She points to the “runway” en suite in the 
master bedroom as a perfect example of inspired design. The minute she 
saw the elongated room, Doris suggested that the bathroom and master 
bedroom dressing room flow into each other with no separation. “It’s a L.A. 
vibe,” Doris says. “Very much a boutique hotel style.”

 “Doris immediately saw three chandeliers,” laughs the homeowner, 
referring to the bathroom’s lighting scheme which, indeed, features three 
crystal chandeliers from the The Lighting Boutique & Appliance 
Shoppe. The glamour in the room is undeniable. But in a reflection of 
the homeowner’s new lifestyle, it is also understated. The free-standing, 
European-style tub (Windsor Factory Supply) is sleek and stylish and 
the marble countertops add a touch of old Hollywood but the oversize 
glass-enclosed shower (Bay-View Glass & Mirror) is tiled in earth-
toned river stone. 

The feeling of the home is very zen. It is peaceful and clutter-free. “It 
is almost sparse,” says the homeowner. “This was a large part of what I 
wanted to do in moving into a smaller home. I don’t miss the extra space. 
This is much more intimate and I love the cosiness.” 

The main floor contains a spectacular dining room accented with 
silver cushions and a dramatic white mirror. The kitchen cabinetry 
(Cremasco Fine Cabinetry) is elegantly old world, creating the exact 
look the homeowner wanted. “I wanted to celebrate the materials,” she 
says. “I wanted noble materials like marble – materials that are timeless and 
infused with history. I wanted the architectural features like the marble 
island and subway tiled backsplash (Plaza Ontario) in the kitchen to take 
centre stage. The countertops are made from CaesarStone – a beautiful, yet 
practical and durable choice. These materials deserve to take the spotlight,” 
she says. She accomplished her goal by choosing an elegantly understated 
colour palette that is pale grey and white accented with purple. The dark 
oak flooring throughout the home pulls everything together beautifully. 
Accessories are kept to a minimum so what is on display stands out.

TOP: The homeowner has deliberately kept accessories 
to a minimum, preferring the Zen-like atmosphere 
created by a clutter-free environment – as in the master 
bedroom. ABOVE: The master bathroom and dressing 
room/walk-in closet is one long room, creating a perfect 
sophisticated city look. RIGHT: Turquoise accessories 
brighten the second floor bathroom.

Continued on page 26

REAL INNOVATIONS FOR REAL COOKS

4072 Walker Rd., Windsor    
519.969.0152     www.lighting4life.com

The

Where innovation meets value.

Preferred by the better home builders.
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One of the focal points in the great room is the grand, white fireplace 
set into a mantel comprising an entire wall (Scotts Fireplace / DEKKO 
Hand Cast Stone Decor). Evenings are family time and the homeowner 
and her daughter love sitting and working together in front of the fireplace. 
“On most nights we have papers, pencils and books everywhere,” she says.

While downsizing can be stressful, for this homeowner it has been 
nothing but a positive experience. For that, she gives much of the credit to 
Anthony and Doris Lapico, whose roles as builder and real estate agent (as 
well, in the case of this homeowner, trusted friends) make them renowned 
in the industry. “They just have an edge,” the homeowner says. “I have 
never seen two people who work so well together, who complement each 
other so well. Between them they handled everything – from the design, 
building, buying, décor and landscaping.”

That the respect is mutual is obvious. “Our clients are super educated,” 
says Doris. “With the internet, sourcing materials has become a whole 
other world. They come with folders containing every detail of the 
products they want. We are there to make it happen and to give the best 
advice possible.”

For this homeowner the prospect of life in her new home is energizing. 
“I look around and feel that I am exactly where I want to be,” she says. “It’s 
a perfect place for me right now.”  OH

LEFT: The guest bedroom has a dramatic 
grey and white colour scheme and 
a hidden window nook. BELOW: The 
sculptural detail on the front of the guest 
bedroom’s chest of drawers is an example 
of how furniture in the home has replaced 
accessories for maximum impact.
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    ADDISON™ deltafaucet.ca

With a powerful magnet built into the pull-down spray head, there’s no  

need to worry about it staying docked when it’s not in use.  

Another way Delta ® is more than just a faucet.

PRESENTING MAGNATITE ® DOCKING FROM DELTA.®

Goes far when you need it, 
stays put when you don’t.

 

 

 

Visit Our Plumbing Showroom

Windsor, Ontario
730 North Service Road East

Call for an Appointment
Phone: 519 966-2202
Fax: 519 966-2488

Showroom Hours:

Saturday: 8:30 - 11:30
Monday - Friday: 9 - 4  

Winner of the Greater Windsor Home Builders 2010 Award for Most Outstanding Supplier26  o u r h o m e s   w i n t e r   2 0 1 2
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Give BetterMade Cabinets a call when 

you’re considering any new project in your 

Kitchen, Bathroom, Office or Great Room.  

Our passion is in the details, such as custom 

ceiling designs to custom finishing. Every 

project is unique to the client. You’ll be 

impressed with our ability to meet your budget 

needs, and exceed your service and quality 

expectations. 

 Main Office 519.739.3330  •  Woodstock  519.421.3466  •  Tecumseh  519.735.8588

You can have 
it made... 

or you can have it 
BetterMade.

better_DP_W11.indd   1 12-01-06   9:50 AM



THE PLACE: Brochert Drapery is something of a Windsor institution, having been in business 

for over 40 years. Owner Joe Brochert started working in his father’s drapery, upholstery and 

custom furniture company when he was still in high school. Brochert brings a depth of knowledge 

to the window covering business that encompasses drapery and upholstered furniture, design 

and construction. He makes his own patterns, renders the project in architectural-type drawings 

and has his own workroom, dedicated solely to Brochert clients.

THE STYLE: Although the showroom is bursting with every option imaginable for every window 

covering solution, the approach is delightfully old-school. Brochert and his staff’s expertise is 

sought after by designers and homeowners. Each project is given their unhurried time and 

attention. Brochert takes photos, does preliminary scale drawings and personally shepherds 

the project from start to finish. Because there is no middleman, Brochert retains control of each 

aspect of the job. The store carries exclusive high-end fabric lines like Stroheim & Romann, Kravet 

Couture and Beacon Hill, and also represents fine Canadian suppliers like Maxwell Fabrics and 

Joanne Fabrics Inc. “We have a range that goes from entry level to exclusive,” says Brochert.

STYLE MATTERS
BY  NANCY  BELGUE  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  MAX  WEDGE

Goran_W11.indd   1 12-01-06   9:55 AM
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WHAT’S HOT: Drapery hardware has never been more beautiful. 

Glass, steel, acrylics, cut glass or Swarovski crystals make windows 

as high fashion as couture. The “glam” look continues and energy 

efficiency treatments are also huge. Brochert carries national brands 

including Hunter Douglas lines like Silhouette and Duette Architella – 

both of which are very energy efficient as well as decorative.

FAVOURITES: Hunter Douglas Pirouette shades are a particular 

Brochert favourite. They can stand alone but also work very well 

with drapery panels. “They are a hybrid soft window covering,” says 

Brochert. “They look like a Roman blind, but between the variable 

opening folds is a soft layer of sheer fabric that gently diffuses light. 

And you can control the width of the folds.” Shutters are also a great 

architectural look and very practical. Having no strings or cords, 

they provide rattle free ventilation, light diffusion and total privacy. 

SEASONAL: Solar screen shades are good thermal insulators all 

year round. In winter they keep heat in, in summer they keep heat 

out. Plus they prevent fading of hardwood floors and upholstery. 

“Every home should have them,” says Brochert.

WHERE: 3230 Jefferson Blvd., Windsor 519.251.0378

www.brochertdrapery.ca  OH

 
 Carefree golf course living at 

Seven Lakes Golf Course 
 

 

www.sevenlakeshomes.net 
 

On St. Francis Crescent at Huron Church Line, LaSalle   
 Homes of exceptional quality  from 1,400 to 6,000  s q. ft.  - now with front-facing garages 

Design-built by Meo & Associates Inc.  (Tarion Licensed) 

 
Vince Pupatello*: (519) 944-5955 • (519) 919-4886 (direct) 

vpupatello@sympatico.ca  *Sales Representative  

 

NEW Pebble Beach Model NEW Whistling Straits Model Medinah Model 

NEW  
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page 1

 
Cyan

 
Magenta

 
Yellow

 
Black

 
Cyan

 
Magenta

 
Yellow

 
Black

Tuesday, December 20, 2011 11:34

“NEW” RIVIERA Leisure Pools  
Swimming in Quality and Style!  

Fiberglass swimming pools in a variety of styles and unique colour finishes.

39 Oak Street West, Leamington   519-326-6503
new pool construction • pool renovations • pool service • full maintenance program

MAKE LEISURE TIME 
MORE FUN & MORE ACCESSIBLE

NEW  
FIBREGLASS POOLS

‘Elegance’by
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Glass is used for ever ything from 
c o m m o n  h o u s e h o l d  i t e m s  – 

glasses, bowls and bottles – to 
significant architectural 

components, allowing 
t h e  m a n i p u l a t i o n 
o f  l i g h t  a n d  t h e 
e n j o y m e n t  o f  i t s 
historical contribution 
as an art form. Not 

surprisingly, this very 
environmentally friendly 

and adaptable substance 
is  an even more popular 

building material choice today 
as a result of huge technological advances that offer seemingly endless 
design options. 

In recent years glass has taken on a new architectural role, moving 
from its usual use in windows and doors to becoming an integral part 
of the structural design itself. Glass walls, floors, stairs and roofs are 
reshaping the nature of our living spaces. More and more designers 
are taking advantage of innovations in strength and durability to 
incorporate the light and sound-controlling properties of glass with  
creative flexibility.

Bend it… shape it… melt it… paint it… laminate it… or etch it. Only your 
imagination will limit how you can incorporate glass into your home 
decorating projects. However, each application requires professional 
know how. Glass production is a complicated business. It can evolve from 
the original production of sheet goods through additional manipulation 
with either heat, colour or surface etching.

Among the most exciting developments is the inclusion of 
additional materials within the interlayer of laminated glass, including 

fabrics, coloured films, wood veneers, LED lights, stone veneers and 
papers and dichroic films. The results are definitely delivering the 
WOW factor at affordable prices with the added benefit of relatively  
seamless installations.

Sheet glass is particularly well suited for backsplashes, countertops 
and shower walls, offering clean, grout-free and maintenance-free, 
non-porous hygienic and stain-resistant surfaces, which can be custom 
finished to offer unique textures and colours. The reflective characteristic 
of the glass surface set over either a laminated or applied substrate can 
give a unique three-dimensional quality to the surface, particularly 
if textured. The surface can be 
reflective or matte depending on 
the finish chosen, and by further 
strengthening the glass through 
the tempering process, it is safe to 
use behind the cooktop. 

So, if you think glass might be 
the answer for your next interior 
p r o j e c t ,  r e m e m b e r  p r o d u c t 
knowledge and expert handling, 
from templating and fabrication 
t o  i n s t a l l a t i o n , 
requires specific 
skills. So be sure 
t o  c h o o s e  y o u r 
d e s i g n e r  a n d 
supplier carefully 
to  e nsure  many 
years of timeless, 
carefree “feel good” 
living with your 
touch of glass!  OH

SSi nce ma n f i rst  w itnessed the 
vitrification of quartz when lightning 
struck sand some 5,500 years ago, we 
have embraced the use of glass in our 
homes and buildings.

d e s i g n  i d e a s

TOUCH OFglass
BY  IRENE  TURNBULL
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T
BY  NANCY  BELGUE

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  MAX  WEDGE

MODERNfamily
Take a family with two small children 
and all the attendant toys, fingerprints 
and clutter that comes with the territory 
and put them in a modern house that is 
all glass, chrome and steel and you might 
well wonder how the two will get along.

If this family is any example, the match is one made in architectural 
heaven. The new 3,000 sq. ft. house has proven to be a perfect home for 
this modern nuclear family. The homeowner jokes that when he and his 
wife began the process of researching their ideal home he told family 
and friends that they wanted a house that was “cold and unlivable.” You 
might well imagine the reaction this idea generated, especially from the 
homeowner’s father who is a carpenter. “The angular, concrete, stone and 
brick home is a far cry from how I grew up,” says the homeowner. “I grew 
up surrounded by wood. My father took a while to get used to the idea but 
he’s come around. It’s safe to say he sees the beauty in the modern design, 
even if he sometimes shakes his head.” Continued on page 38

The high ceiling, dramatic windows and white and black 
colour scheme is everything the homeowner wanted. 
The 12-by-24-inch porcelain rectangular grey flooring 
tiles are from Marquis Tile. OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE 
FROM TOP RIGHT: (1) The upstairs hallway perfectly 
expresses the clean lines and modern thinking in this 
home. (2) The white fireplace wall, containing all the 

home’s electronics. (3) Lime green accents are used to 
bring colour to the home. (4) A pinecone adds organic 

shape and texture to the dinner table. 
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Although the homeowner had a clear vision of what he wanted, 
he and his wife spent many weekends driving around the area, taking 
photos of “random houses” that exemplified the design features they 
were looking for. The homeowner purchased a computer program and 
began putting together his dream design. When he got it to the point 
that he needed professional plans drawn up, he contacted architectural 
designer Les Therrien of Therrien Design. Ironically, it was when he 
sat down with Therrien that he discovered that the homes he’d admired 
and photographed during his “drive-bys” were, in fact, Therrien designs. 

Working together, Therrien and the homeowner refined the 
homeowner’s original ideas. “Les was great. He took my design and added 
his experience and knowledge. Nothing is symmetrical in the home. It’s 
a very European esthetic.” 

The kitchen was designed and installed by Vito Mastrorocco of 
Mastro Kitchen Studio. “Vito was extremely professional,” says the 
homeowner. “We had been to three or four kitchen designers but we 
couldn’t find exactly what we were looking for. Vito took our ideas and 
tweaked them until we had the perfect kitchen design. His attention 
to detail was outstanding. He ended up using this exact kitchen in his 
showroom because he was so happy with it.”

The kitchen cabinets, made from rift cut black oak, are indicative of 
the details that make this layout both sleek and functional. Hidden touch 
doors built into the island are “perfect for the kids,” says the homeowner. 

The white quartz countertops are from Marquis Tile. “We preferred 
quartz over granite because we wanted the consistency of colour,” says 
the homeowner. The KitchenAid appliances are top-of-the-line and the 
convection cooktop has been a particularly pleasing choice because “it 
heats up and cools down instantly.” Continued on page 40

The kitchen is also black and white. 
Notice the attention to detail – the 

subway tile backsplash is stacked, not 
staggered to give it a more modern 
look. LEFT: The eat-in area off the 

kitchen offers views of the 700-foot 
deep lot that runs to the river. The 

homeowner is already planning a golf 
green so that he “can stand on the 

back deck and chip a ball.”
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Lighting design throughout the home is by RE-Lighting Inc. in 
Amherstburg. “They were fantastic,” says the homeowner. “The owner 
delivered the light bulbs himself and offered very good design advice.” He 
points to the “domino” placement of the pot lights in the dining room’s 
reverse tray ceiling as an example and credits Les Therrien with the idea 
of splitting the ceiling into four panels so that the centre lights can be 
turned on while the others are dimmed for more intimate lighting.

The dining room and kitchen tables are glass (Guaranteed A Fine 
Furniture) and the side chairs are chrome and leather, which underlines 
the couple’s commitment to the clean, modern look they love.

A key design element on the main floor is the stunning fireplace wall 
featuring grey stucco, designed to look like concrete tile, and a fireplace 
from Marquis Fireplaces set into a strip of black glass (Bay-View Glass 
& Mirror). The wall is cleverly designed to conceal all the electronic 

remotes that are part of modern living. The wiring throughout the home 
– computer, television and audio was done by Disc ‘n Dat. 

The colour palette is dramatically black and white. “You either love it 
or you hate it,” concedes the homeowner. “All the lights are chrome and 
frosted glass. And everything is square. Even the chandelier in the foyer 
has square prisms.”

One of the home’s most outstanding features is the industrial look 
staircase. Built from powder coated steel with steel cables and glass 
panels, the staircase links the home’s three floors. “We had a number 
of issues getting the staircase to where we wanted it to be,” says the 
homeowner. “Originally the space between the stairs wasn’t to code. We 
consulted with Jodi Mason of Urban Home and she came up with the 
idea of adding the steel cables. That allowed us to keep the open look 
without sacrificing safety.” Continued on page 42

The staircase is one of the 
home’s most industrial 

features. The pillars 
are made from stucco 
that looks like poured 

concrete. The rivets 
are designed to mimic 
steel. TOP LEFT: The 

master en suite is simple 
and unadorned. The 

couple relies on the rich 
materials of the home 

to speak for themselves. 
BOTTOM LEFT: The 
master bedroom is 

warmed by portraits of 
the couple’s two children.
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The playroom on the main floor is the one concession to paraphernalia 
that comes with small children. It is furnished with pint-sized tables and 
chairs, colourful mats and an entire wall, papered with a giant map of the 
world. “My wife is a teacher,” laughs the homeowner. A self-confessed 
clutter-phobe, the homeowner ensured that another wall of the playroom 
is filled with organizing bins.

Upstairs, the master bedroom and en suite continue the home’s 
cohesive design elements. “All the wood, colour scheme and flooring is 
exactly the same throughout,” says the homeowner. “We wanted to keep 
everything in the same style.”

The home looks like something you’d find in a design portfolio for 
the ultimate modern style. You might suspect it was built in New York 
as opposed to a lot backing onto the Puce River. Everything about the 
home is sleek, stylish and modern – including the very lucky modern 
family who lives here.  OH

   

The main floor playroom – where 
clutter is controlled by a wall of 
organizing bins. The map of the world 
provides a fun and educational wall 
covering. TOP RIGHT: One of the few 
areas where colour appears is in the 
children’s rooms. Here is a pink room 
fit for a princess. MIDDLE RIGHT: The 
couple’s son’s room is a vibrant shade 
of blue. BOTTOM RIGHT: The pool 
table was one of the first pieces of 
furniture the homeowner purchased. 

2863 Howard Ave., Windsor 519.250.6336

Our spaces will ignite your spirit
...and stir your soul.

www.mastrokitchenstudio.com
Vito Mastrorocco, Owner

mastro_W11.indd   1 11-12-15   3:00 PM
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Instant Drama

®

Now you can enjoy the look of traditional sheers and draperies with the advantages 
of Luminette® Modern Draperies. All with the Hunter Douglas Lifetime Guarantee. 
Stop by or call today to see all the luxurious options in the Luminette product line.

Luminette® Modern Draperies

© 2009 Hunter Douglas. ® Registered trademark of Hunter Douglas. 

8015 Wyandotte St. East
Windsor, Ontario N8S 1T2
(519) 945-8002 
www.manzdecor.com

Are you a PEOPLE person?

Join our happy and successful  
team and create maximum value  
for your advertisers and readers.

Franchise Opportunities Available.

Be your own boss, put your network to work for you,  
provide the very best advertising solutions in your  

community and build equity in your very own business. 

Creating value, creating opportunities

There are franchise territories still available in Ontario:
Prince Edward County, Huron/Perth, Sudbury/North Bay,  

Niagara Region; PLUS OUR HOMES is expanding into communities  
in Eastern & Western Canada as well. Inquire for details.

Visit www.ourhomesmagazine.com 
click on franchise opportunities. 

Or call Suzanne Strong 519.538.4528
franchise@ourhomesmagazine.com
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com/muskoka

plus

SWEET LIFE
AT OTTER LAKE

HELP WHEN YOU NEED IT

WINTER’S HOT SPOT

A FLURRY OF
STYLE PICKS

HOME FORthe memories

Let It Snow
OH_Muskoka_Winter2011.indd   1 10-12-03   11:45 AM
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com

plusKITCHEN & BATHmakeovers pg 82
pg 68  MORE TALENTED TRADES

pg 128  PIZZA FOR YOUR PARTY
pg 30  COLOUR IS BACK 

CHECK OUT OUR STYLE PICKS

ENTERTAINING
MUST-HAVES
                               pg 130

 SKI CHALETS
FOR EVERY taste
          IN EVERY style                 pg 46 & 106

OH_SGB_Ski2011.indd   1 11-01-20   8:06 PM

LIFETIME 
ROOFING 
SYSTEM 
starting as low as 

$1.99  / sq.ft.

Call 
519-982-9090

Guaranteed Construction is a full service 
construction and renovation company. We 
employ some of the most talented craftsmen and 
women in the area. When you do business with 
Guaranteed Construction, you can feel confident 
that your project is being handled with the 
upmost professionalism. Our design consultants 
are familiar with a broad range of applications. 
When all decisions are finalized, you will be 
amazed as your ideas become a reality right 
before your very eyes. 

Don Jamieson
President

Price, Quality and Reliability...Guaranteed!

guranteed_W11.indd   1 11-12-13   9:07 AM



A porch decorated 
for the season

A mirror to check 
your look

A chair or bench 
for putting on and 
removing footwear

A closet, coat 
rack or hooks for 

hanging or  
storing outerwear

A vessel to hold 
umbrellas during the 

rainy seasons

A console for 
keys, storage, a 

lamp and seasonal 
decorations

A practical, 
fashionable rug to 

wipe your feet

A fabulous 
chandelier or light 
fixture to match  

your décor

The main entrance of your home says a lot about your decorating style and how you 
live. Make a great first impression by creating a space that’s attractive, well organized 
and provides guests and visitors with a warm welcome.

warm welcome

MAKE AN ENTRANCE WITH THESE EASY IDEAS

d e c o r a t i n g

TODAY IS A GOOD DAY
TO MAKE THINGS SIMPLER

Jenny Minello*
519 739 7777
Cell 519 564 5108 
jenny.minello@sunlife.com
www.sunlife.ca/jenny.minello

© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2010.

Insurance and investment solutions that fit your life.

*Mutual funds offered by Sun Life Financial Investment Services (Canada) Inc.

I can help you with:
• Life insurance
• Critical illness insurance

• Mutual funds
• Savings plans
• Tax-Free Savings Accounts

Transition to Betterness (T2B) is a non-profit organization comprised of a dedicated group of volunteers who have worked diligently since 
1997 to raise money for persons and families who have been afflicted by cancer in Windsor and Essex County.
 
The pathway Transition to Betterness believes is the most powerful and resourceful for our community’s health care is to ‘keep your money 
local’. T2B has created many avenues that have allowed for a more comfortable and peaceful surrounding for patients and their families at 
Windsor Regional Hospital Metropolitan Campus, Hotel Dieu Grace Hospital and Leamington Memorial Hospital. To date our organization has 
raised over $4 Million dollars to complete one of T2B’s initial vision of transforming cold antiseptic hospital rooms and atmospheres into a 
more pleasant and comfortable setting for patients and their families.
 
T2B’s accomplishments are testimonies to the dedication and commitment inherent within this group. T2B’s newest projects include 
refurbishment programs at Windsor Regional Hospital, Hotel Dieu Grace Hospital, and Leamington Memorial District Hospital.  As well T2B 
moves forward with the Paediatric Oncology Satellite Unit and  funding for the T2B Art Therapy Program, Music Therapy, Educational Learning, 
T2B Nutrition Room, T2B Pack the Back (Kids Backpack Program) and the Green Roof Project on the floor. T2B has also piloted the comfort 
cart program, the Music Therapy Program and T2B’s Special Request Program. As well we have been able to fund other organizations that 
offer programs to benefit cancer patients in our community such as the T2B Pain Management House in the Hospice Village, Fools for Health, 
Kids Kicking Cancer, Carla Can Sing, Together & Caring and many more.
 
Our newest program is our Concierge Service program located at Windsor Regional Hospital, Metropolitan Campus on the Oncology Floor. The 
concierge service runs from Monday to Friday and is designed to aid patients and their families with daily needs they may have while being 
treated at Windsor Regional Hospital Oncology Unit. Some of the services provided are Parking passes, Meal Cards, Newspapers, and Tim 
Horton Gift Cards. With the T2B Concierge Services we are able to assist patients as well with needs outside the hospital while they are being 
treated, such as babysitting needs, hotel stays for out of town family members, dinner arrangements for families while visiting their loved ones 
and any other request that would make this difficult time for them easier. 
 
T2B’s main source of funding is creating and hosting fundraising events throughout the year. We have many annual events such as our T2B 
Annual Gala, Saks Blast Fashion Show, Drum-a-Thon and Golf Tournament which are complimented each year with new third party events. 
All funds raised by T2B stay within our local community. For more information regarding Transition to Betterness please visit www.t2b.
ca and learn how you can join the T2B family and get involved today.

T2B 
Transition to Betterness 

3200 Deziel Drive, Unit 307, Windsor
519.944.5143     www.t2b.ca     info@t2b.ca

Transition to betterness.indd   1 12-01-06   10:17 AM
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Serves 6 to 8. Makes 1 9-inch deep round quiche

FILLING:

6 slices bacon

1 onion, diced

½ tsp pepper 

¼ tsp salt

2 jarred roasted red peppers, drained, 
patted dry and diced

8 eggs

¾ cup milk

1 cup shredded aged Gouda cheese

BY MARIA DASILVA // PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT HUNTER

When I was younger, quiche was the epitome of culinary elegance. The creamy egg 
filling, the flaky golden pastry and the fancy fillings all seemed to ooze luxury and fancy 
French cooking – perhaps because we only ate it at home when we had special guests over 
or went to fancy restaurants for brunch. Now that I know a bit more, and have learned 
how to cook for myself I still think quiche is a fine symbol of the simplicity and refinement 
of French cooking. It is certainly a crowd-pleaser for brunch or a casual dinner. And it’s so 
versatile: change the cheese, change the vegetables, keep the meat out if you choose, a kind 
of anything-goes dish as long as the egg to milk proportions remain the same. But here’s the 
real kicker, and what I love the most about French cooking in general, it’s dead easy to make. 
Prepare the pastry the night before your special guests are coming to brunch. Complete it 
just before they arrive and voilà, instant elegance for any occasion. 

SOGouda
ROASTED PEPPER, BACON  
AND GOUDA QUICHE

PASTRY
•	 In bowl, whisk together flour and salt. Using two knives or a pastry blender, cut in butter 

until it resembles coarse meal with pea-sized pieces of butter. In small measuring glass, mix 
egg yolk with vinegar, add enough ice-cold water to measure ⅓ cup total. Drizzle over flour 
mixture, tossing with fork and adding up to 2 tsp more water until a rough dough forms. Knead 
dough in bowl until it just comes together. Shape into a ball. Flatten dough into disc and wrap 
in plastic wrap. Refrigerate for 30 minutes or up to 24 hours. 

•	 On floured surface, roll dough into 13-inch circle. Fit into deep 9-inch pie plate and crimp 
edges. Refrigerate for 30 minutes. Prick dough all over with fork. Line with parchment paper 
or foil paper; fill with pie weights or dried beans. Bake on bottom third of 400ºF oven until 
pastry is light golden, 15 to 18 minutes.
FILLING

•	 Meanwhile, in skillet over medium heat, cook bacon, turning once, until crisp, about 8 minutes. 
Transfer to paper towel-lined plate; let cool then chop. Drain all but 1 tbsp fat from skillet. 

•	 In same skillet over medium heat, cook onion (add salt and pepper) until tender and lightly 
golden, about 5 minutes. Stir in red peppers and bacon; set aside.

•	 In bowl, beat eggs with milk until combined. Stir in bacon, pepper and onion mixture and ¾ 
cup of the cheese. Pour filling into pastry and sprinkle with remaining cheese. Bake in bottom 
third of 375ºF oven, covering pastry edge with pieces of foil if getting too brown, until filling 
is set, 35 to 40 minutes. Let cool for 10 minutes before serving.   OH

PASTRY:

1 ½ cups flour

¼ tsp salt

½ cup cold butter, cubed
1 egg yolk

1 tsp vinegar

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY
COLLECTIVE ENERGY SOLUTIONS Page 25
SKY SOLAR Page 45

APPLIANCES 
ESSEX APPLIANCE CENTRE Page 6
THE LIGHTING BOUTIQUE & 
	 APPLIANCE SHOP Page 25

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
THERRIEN DESIGN Page 41

ART/ARTISANS/GALLERIES 
NANCY JOHNS GALLERY & FRAMING Page 14

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION 
GET WIRED Page 11

CONCRETE RESTORATION/ 
RESURFACING  
MISTER SURFACE Page 19

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE & STONE 
EUROPA MARBLE & GRANITE Page 55
MARQUIS TILE Page 53
MISTER SURFACE Page 19
PALAZZI GRANITE & TILE Page 4
PLAZA ONTARIO Page 17

CUSTOM CABINETRY/DESIGN 
BETTERMADE CABINETS Page 28&29
CREMASCO FINE CABINETRY Page 9
MASTRO KITCHEN STUDIO Page 43

CUSTOM FRAMING 
NANCY JOHNS GALLERY & FRAMING Page 14

CUSTOM GLASS PRODUCTS 
BAY-VIEW GLASS Page 10

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS 
BUNGALOW GROUP Page 8
GINTAR HOMES Page 3
LAPICO CUSTOM HOMES Page 5
TIMBERLAND HOMES Page 13

DECKS/FENCES 
GUARANTEED CONSTRUCTION Page 45

DECORATIVE STONE 
BOSCO STONE Page 41

THE LIGHTING BOUTIQUE Page 25

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES  
GINTAR HOMES Page 3
SEVEN LAKES ESTATES Page 33
VALENTE REAL ESTATE Page 56

OUTDOOR FURNITURE  
BERTONI CHAIRS & THINGS Page 17
GABRIELE FLOOR & HOME Page 7
URBAN HOME Page 41

PAINTING & DECORATING  
MANZ DECOR Page 44

PHOTOGRAPHY  
MAX WEDGE PHOTOGRAPHY Page 44

PLUMBING SUPPLIES  
WINDSOR FACTORY SUPPLY Page 27

POOLS & SPAS  
LEAMINGTON POOL & SPA Page 33

REAL ESTATE  
MANOR WINDSOR REALTY – 
	 MARK EUGENI/TINA PICKLE Page 2
REGENCY REALTY – 
	 ROCCO MUSCEDERE Page 47
REMAX PREFERRED REALTY – 
	 TEAM GORAN Page 31
VALENTE REAL ESTATE Page 56

ROOFING  
GUARANTEED CONSTRUCTION Page 45
SBT CONSTRUCTION Page 6

SPECIAL/NON-PROFIT  
ORGANIZATIONS  
CHILDREN’S MAKE A WISH FOUNDATION  
	 Page 47
TRANSITION TO BETTERNESS Page 47

WINDOW FASHIONS 
BROCHERT DRAPERY Page 14
MANZ DECOR Page 44

WINDOWS & DOORS  
GUARANTEED CONSTRUCTION Page 45 

EUROPA MARBLE & GRANITE Page 55

FINANCIAL/MORTGAGES/ 
INSURANCE 
MANULIFE SECURITIES 
	 – LINDA BRACKELL Page 25
SUN LIFE FINANCIAL 
	 – JENNY MINELLO Page 47

FIREPLACES & STOVES  
BOSCO STONE Page 41
MARQUIS FIREPLACES Page 53

FLOORING
EUROPA MARBLE & GRANITE Page 55
GABRIELE FLOOR & HOME Page 7
MARQUIS TILE Page 53
PALAZZI GRANITE & TILE Page 4
PLAZA ONTARIO Page 17

FURNITURE & HOME DÉCOR
BERTONI CHAIRS & THINGS Page 17
ESSEX HOME FURNISHINGS Page 15
GABRIELE FLOOR & HOME Page 7
MANZ DECOR Page 44
NANCY JOHNS GALLERY & FRAMING Page 14
URBAN HOME Page 41

HOME IMPROVEMENT/ 
RENOVATIONS
GUARANTEED CONSTRUCTION Page 45
SBT CONSTRUCTION Page 6

INTERIOR DESIGN &  
HOME STAGING  
BEYOND HOME STAGING Page 47
INTERIORS BY MARIA Page 8
URBAN HOME Page 41

KITCHEN & BATH  
BETTERMADE CABINETS Page 28&29
CREMASCO FINE CABINETRY Page 9
EUROPA MARBLE & GRANITE Page 55
MASTRO KITCHEN STUDIO Page 43
PLAZA ONTARIO Page 17
WINDSOR FACTORY SUPPLY Page 27

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN  
LANDSCAPE EFFECTS GROUP Page 11

LIGHTING  
PRIME LIGHTING Page 19

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. Now we’re making it easier than ever for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real 
estate-related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/windsor

The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business 
listed under more than one heading, please email us at rich@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, 
call us to advertise at 519.564.6014.
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I
Landscapers and donors alike responded generously with gifts of 

time, money and materials. All the elements came together. Today, 
Olivia’s garden is filled with features that make it possible for her 
to play safely in her own backyard instead of travelling 45 minutes 
to Tecumseh as she once did. Under the swing, a rubberized surface 
looks like concrete but is f lexible enough to protect Olivia from 
harm in the event of a fall. There is an art station where paintings 
can be created then washed off, raised garden boxes that make it easy 
to care for plants from a wheelchair, blooms – from sweet-scented 
lilacs to the f luffy balls of f lowering hydrangeas – and a bike path 
sheltered by fast-growing locust and river birch trees that will 
provide dappled shade.

Every contractor and labourer involved in the project has something 
positive to say about their experience. “When you see Olivia feeling so 
comfortable pedaling through the garden you can tell it is helping her,” 
says Sal Costante of Cedar Springs Decks and Fences. Joe Savone, the 

owner of J. Savone & Sons Inc. agrees. “We all feel grateful that we were 
able to help out.” 

It’s no surprise that Olivia’s accessible garden is attracting the 
attention of people like Tony DiGiovanni, executive director and past-
president of Landscape Ontario, as well as Denis Flanagan, director of 
public relations, who both recently toured the garden. They hope it will 
be a model for other landscapers and help create more accessible gardens 
for other Ontarians.

For Olivia’s father, Tim, the garden makes it possible for Olivia to build 
her strength and reach her goals. As Olivia rounds the bike path near street 
signs labelled Olivia’s Way and Klingbile Dr., she puts another tick on the 
chalkboard and calls out to her father, “Dad, I just finished three rounds!” 

Tim encourages his daughter. “If you are out here, you might as well 
keep going till you finish your 40.” 

“Okay Dad!” she responds and continues on her way.
Yes, indeed Olivia. Keep leading the way to more accessible gardens.  OH

“I wanted a place where I could play, somewhere to ride my bike and 
grow some vegetables,” Olivia explains. The beautiful 11-year old girl 
exudes the confidence and composure one might expect from a princess. 
She rises up from the chair and leaning on her father for support, bounds 
across the rubberized soft-surface, to take her place on the swing for 
the photo. 

Moments later, Olivia moves across the parallel bars for the first time 
and then walks over to the outdoor chalkboard and draws a garden of 
colourful flowers. Hunter confesses she is overwhelmed with emotion 
watching Olivia enjoy the garden. “It’s truly amazing to see the garden 
finally come together because of the kindness of so many people in our 
community,” she exclaims. Olivia and Hunter first met to discuss ideas for 
the garden in March of 2011, after The Sunshine Foundation approached 
Garlatti Landscaping Inc. to help grant Olivia’s wish for a place to play. 

Olivia’s mother, Darlene, explains that faith and courage have carried 
the family along since Olivia’s first year of life when heart complications 

required that she undergo several surgeries. After one of these heart 
surgeries, Olivia experienced a stroke that caused a slight paralysis on her 
right side. “We have relied on our prayers through so much and I really 
feel that this garden is God’s opportunity to bless Olivia,” says Darlene.

Hunter was told a bit about the health challenges Olivia went through 
as an infant and the weakened immunity that can make Olivia vulnerable 
to illness. Yet when she met Olivia, she saw a strong and vibrant young girl 
with many abilities who loves playing games with friends and making art.

Hunter’s initial estimates told her she would need more than double 
the $6,000 dollars provided to create the garden. Undaunted, she called 
on contractors and suppliers, asked local newspapers to write stories 
about the project in the hope of attracting donors and even challenged 
her boss, Dan Garlatti, to match the funds she was raising. “I knew that 
anyone in the landscaping industry would love to get involved in a special 
project like this. Landscapers are close to nature and love creating spaces 
for people to enjoy,” she says.

Olivia Klingbile smiles as she sees her wishes coming to life. 
Landscape designer Sasha Hunter and a team of contractors 
have arrived for a photo shoot in her accessible garden.

OLIVIA’S WAY
BY  MARY- JO  RUSU  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  MAX  WEDGE

ADDITIONAL THANKS TO:

LaSalle Landscape Supply, The Pond Store, Halford 

Playground Solutions, J. Santarossa & Sons Ltd., Fabtech 

Welding Inc., Hoog’s Installations Ltd., Frank Dupuis 

Landscaping & Trucking Ltd., Guardian Fence, Bellaire 

Landscape Inc., Lakeshore Landscaping, Checker 

Industrial Ltd., and all those individuals who made the 

garden possible with their donations.

An all-weather 
resistant chalkboard 

was invented by 
Garlatti landscape 

designer Sasha Hunter 
and made possible 
through donation 

of highway signs by 
the municipality of 

Chatham-Kent. The 
street signs are also 
from Chatham-Kent.

From left to right: Sal Costante (Cedar Springs Decks & Fences), Anthony Deluca 
(The Pond Store), Dennis Smith (LaSalle Landscape Supply), Joe Savone (Savone & 

Sons Decorative Concrete), Sonny Zivkovic (The Pond Store), Chuck Pronger (The 
Pond Store), Sasha Hunter (kneeling) (Garlatti Landscaping Inc.), Olivia Klingbile

The Klingbile Family
Clockwise from top left: 

Darlene, Hannah, Tim and Olivia
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ON   Fire
CHOOSING A HOT NEW LOOK FOR YOUR HOME THIS WINTER.

Continued on page 54

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h
match making...

marquis_sum11.indd   1 11-06-24   8:59 AM
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1. SUSPENDED
A statement piece, like this 360-degree pivoting, 

wood-burning fireplace, is sure to strike up heated 

conversation amongst guests. Suited for both a 

contemporary space and country home.

2. CONTEMPORARY 
No chimney? No problem! Contemporary fireboxes 

are designed to vent directly through a wall or roof 

and are available as natural gas or propane units.

3. TRANSITIONAL
A modern gas fireplace paired with a traditional 

stone surround achieves a stylish look, while 

maintaining a warm and cosy atmosphere.

4. CLASSIC
If you’re seeking heat, there’s nothing quite like a 

traditional wood-burning fireplace or stove that’s hot 

enough to cook on. If you’re up for the extra work, 

real fire is always a charming choice.

5. PERIOD
Original or restored fireplaces, like this Victorian gem, 

give century homes a stunning element of authenticity 

and beauty, and are worthy of special attention.  OH

1

2

2

4

3

5

4

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

 www.EuropaMarble.com          519-967-8579 3280 A Jefferson Blvd.

Marble & Granite

Countertops | Vanities | Stone Sinks | Stone Veneer | Tiles
CUSTOM MADE QUALITY PRODUCTS
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